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LETTER FROM SIAM. 


The following gratifying narration, is from the pen 
of Mr. Tomlin, English Missionary at Siam, in Asia, 
written as will be seen purposely for the eye of 
American Christians. It is published in the Boston 
Recorder. 


TO THE CHURCHES OF AMERICA. 


Having 2 good opportunity to send to Amerien, by 
the ship Sachem, Capt. Coffin, and thinking 
some account of our Missionary proceedings at 
Bangkok would be acceplible, Ihave drawn up 
the following hasty sketch for the satisfaction of 
our American brethren. 


Mr. Medhurst, of Batavia, some time back 
projected a Missionary tour among the islands 
of the Indian Archipe 


0, hoping also to reach 
Siam or Cochin China, in order to scatter tracts 
and Seriptures at the numerous settlements of 
Chinese emigrants. Latterly, Mr. Gutzlaff of 
the Netherland’s Society, and myself engaged 
to become his fellow travellers, but Mr. M. be- 
ing more than once providentially hindered 
from prosecuting this enterprise, we at length 
ventured to embark without him, on board a 
China Junk, proceeding from Singapore to Si- 
am. We left vas! in August last, and under 
the guidance and blessing of the Lord, arrived 
fh peace ani safety at Bangkok a fortnight af- 
ter. The Lord was pleased to go before and 
prepare our way, so that we had a free and 
joyful entrance into this kingdom. Atour first 
interview with the chief authorities, we ob- 
tained leave to reside in the Capital, and pros- 


ecute our among the Chinese, who 
cit immense multitudes. 





crowd this We 
brought an ample store of the bread of life, and 
therefore lost no time in breaking it open and 
dispensing itto the people. During the first 
fortnight we were daily out, passing froin house 
to house, conversing with the Chinese, and 
giving them books. Wherever we came we al- 
_most w mly met with a frank and hearty 
and a ready and ample demand for 

our which we had the pleasure to see 
increasing each succeeding day ; and finally it 
me so urgent and clamorous h d 


‘ a to fly from the people for 
The my, as might reasonably be 


ted, 

roused by these things, and we ape. 
some smart assaults from hit rini- 

ses, and absurd and malicious charges, were 





thrown out against us in various quarters ; but 
chiefly, we were represented as spies come in- 
to the country for a very different purpose to 
what we avowed. The King himself caught 
the alarm, and fancying the books contained 
the main source of the evil apprehended, im- 
mediately ordered specimens of them to be 
translated into the Siamese language. And 
notwithstanding its being public! an aan 
itatively declared that the King tare nothing 
vbjectionable in the books, minions of govern- 
ment were sent out to take them away from 
the people, and our own house was daily beset 
with spies. The C also were prohibited 
from receiving any more books from us. See- 
ing the storm thus enly and violently rag- 
ing against us, we thought it best not to brave 
it openly, but take shelter awhile till it should 
blow over. The enemy having driven us from 
the open field and seeing us shut up within the 
limits of a little wooden cottage, in an obscure 
sequestered situation, probably thought that he 
had sufficiently accomplished his purpose of 
putting a stop to the good work; but the Lord 
who knows how to take the crafty in his own 
devices, wofully disappointed him, for He soon 
stirred up the hearts of multitudes to come un- 
to us from all parts of the city and surround- 
ing country, so that for three months in suc- 
cession our cottage was almost daily crowded 
from morning to night wif visitors wanting 
either books or medicine. We were glad to 
see the peopl not much intimidated b 

the royal prohibitory decree, but readily took 
the books, only usin e@ precaution to wrap 
them up ina cloth if order to conceal them 
frown the vultures, who were still hovering and 
ready to pounce upon every morsel of the bread 
of life, given to the poor people. And so abund- 
ant was the demand, that we distributed in 
this quiet, silent way more books than we 
could have done, had we still been allowed ‘to 
go abroad wherever we liked and give them to 
whomsoever we pleased. But all this while 
the, enemy was by no means inactive, and a 
mere idle spectator. At different times we had 
a few smart conflicts with him ; I shall on- 
ly notice one which occurred at @ early peri- 
od, when the enemy mustered all his forces 
and endeavored to banish us utterly from the 
country. Seigr. Carlos de Silveir, the Portu- 
guese sul, who had treated us with great 
b y, and kindly furnished us with a cot- 
tage, Was now ordered to turn us out, and an 
English merchant about to leave Bangkok, 
was —— us out of the kingdom. 
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We immediatelyappealed to the Phra Klang, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, wishing to know 
the cause of this persecution, and why we were 
to be driven out of the country without any of- 
fence being proved against us, or a bearing 
grauted. We appealed for protection to the 
recent treaty with England, so long as we vio- 
lated none of its articles, and moreover claim- 
ed an equal right with the Romish Padres, who 
are suffered to remain here without the least 
molestation. Should they still persist in ban- 
ishing us, we requested a written document to 
be put into our hands by the Siamese authori- 
ties, mentioning the reason for sending us for- 
cibly away, which might be satisfactory to our 
own government. The Phra Klang, however, 
Was not disposed to carry things with a high 
hand against us, but willing rather to compro- 
mise the matter. His fears of the English 
were doubtless a powerful auxiliary in our fa- 
vor. He said he saw no reason why we might 
not remain if we would only be a little more 
sparing of our books, and imitate the good Pa- 
dres who stayed quietly at home and made no 
stir among the people. We left the Phra Klang 
on very friendly terms without pledging our- 
selves to follow the example of these worthy 
Missionaries Apostoliques. Indeed we have 
good reason to suppose they have been our 
worst enemies, underneath and at the bottom of 
this, and perhaps all other persecutions that 
have been raised against us. On this occasion 
the Phra Klang himself had not one thing to 
allege against us, and seemed fur from being 
inimically disposed. 

Since then the Lord has restrained the wrath 
of our adversary, and we have experienced 
only a few slight interruptions, and have had 
on the whole much peace and quietness in our 
labors, which through the blessing of the Lord 
have been very refreshing to us. The precious 
seed of divine truth has been scattered abroad 
abundantly in this barren land, and we have 
a good hope that a blessing from on high 
has already been poured out upon it, and here 
and there we disette some appearance of the 
tender blade springing up. Many came two, 
three, four, and even five days journey from 
the interior for books. Not afew seemed to be 
diligent readers and serious inquirers after the 
truth. Several read the whole of the Old and 
New Testament through, and notwithstanding 
our stock contained a great variety of hooks 
and tracts, they were insufficient to satisfy the 
craving appetites of many persons, for they 
had soon gone through the whole and pressed 
us earnestly for more. In some instances we 
have witnessed unfeigned joy on hearing the 

lad tidings of the gospel, and have received 
letters at different times gratefully acknowledg- 
ing the precious boon of the “ holy books.” 

The abundant blessing of the Lord rested al- 
s0 upon our humble labors in the medical de- 
partment. For several months the room was 
daily crowded with a wretched squalid group 
of impotent and sick people, much resembling 
a parish dispensary at home, and the power 
and goodness of the divine Physician were sig- 
nally displayed towards these poor wretched 
heathen, so that by the use of ordinary means, 
under His blessing, multitudes were restored 
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in a few days from the most inveterate disea- 
ses. Having only a small stock of medicine, 
we were soon brought into straits, and were 
obliged to buy, beg, and borrow wherever we 
could, and laid some heavy contributions on 
the private chests of our friends. And here 
would we take occasion of gratefully acknowl- 
edging the kindness of Capt. Coffin, who cheer- 
fully rendered us every assistance (and that not 
small) in his power, and has, from the first mo- 
ment we beciyne acquainted with him, proved 
a steady, useful, and kind friend. 

During a few weeks at first, our visitors were 
mainly Chinese; but the Lord stirred up in 
suécession all the various nations that consti- 
tute the mingled population of this city ;—Co- 
chin-Chinese, Burmans, Peguers, Laos, and 
Cambojans came to us in turn, and’ some of 
them, particularly the Burman, in vast num- 
bers, And though we bave muinly had to do 
with the poor, yet persons of all ranks, from 
the prince to the peasant, bave also sought re- 
lief at our hands. Very lately, the lady of 
“Ma ha yo Za,” a Peguan Nobleman, who 
commanded the Siamese forces on the frontiers 
of Martaban during the late war between the 
English and Burmese, was a patient of ours, 
and subsequently her husband also. Just now 
we have the children of two royal Cambojan 
princes under our care. 

During the last two months our visitors have 
chiefly been Burmans and Peguans, (or more 
properly Morans) and awhile ago hardly any but 
Burman priests and nuns. This people reside 
here in considerable numbers, and have two or 
three different Campongs, and as many Pago- 
das ainply supplied with priests. In an excur- 
sion lately, we visited one of these Campongs, 
and were greeted in a most friendly manner by 
many of the poor people, who had come to us 
for medicine, and were very kindly received al- 
so by their priests, with whom we had a little 
broken conversation in Siamese. Having thus 
come much in contact with this people, we feel 
much interested in their spiritual welfare, and 
shonkl be happy if we had the Burman Scrip- 
tures to put into their hands. We have just 
written to Dr. Judson, acquainting him with 
these stray sheep of his, and req@ested a sup- 
ply of spiritual food, which we will endeavor 
to minister to them in his absence. Before 
closing this account, a few remarks on the na- 
ture and importance of this place as a Mission- 
ary station, may not be unsuitable. 

The Chinese are the most. prominent and ef- 
ficient part of the whole population at Bang- 
kok, and, as in all other places where they are 
found in the East, form the life and spirit of 
the whole. Their number here is so over- 
whelming as to be sufficient to stamp their own 
name and character on the whole mass, so that 
astranger might naturally enough suppose him- 
self in a Chinese rather than Siameg@ eity— 
Indeed when compared with the scanty rem- 
nant of Siamese, the vast multitude of them is 
almost incredible to any but an eye witness; 
therefore for the better satisfaction our 
friends, I will give a copy of the last Years’ 
census below, made by the Siamese govern- 
ment. “At first sight of it we were quite 
tounded ; but as there is no conceivable reason 
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why they should overrate the Chinese and un- 
derrate themselves, and our own enlarged ob- 
servation, bears in its favor, we cannot reject 
it as incorrect. There are also numerous set- 
tlements of Chinese in the interior and along 
the coast which a Missionary may readily com- 
municate with from this station. The Junks 
assing to and from China, Cochin-China, and 
ainam, every year afford good opportunities 
of sending the Scriptures and tracts to various 
parts of the empire and their several places.— 
An average nuinber of 150 of these vessels are 
thus annually employed. Others are also con- 
stantly moving to and fro amongst various isl- 
ands of the Indian Archipelago, affording sim- 
ilar facilities of communication with numerous 
scattered bodies of emigrant Chinese. 

Though we have been enabled to gain a foot- 
ing here, and to maintain it by the help of the 
Lord about six months, yet from the present 
critical state of affairs in Siam, it is difficult to 
form any probable conjecture as to the future. 
However, we indulge the pleasing hope of its 
soon becoming an important and flourishing 
Missjonary siation. Having been long enough 
here to manifest our intentions and the nature 
of our work, we trust when called to depart 
we shall leave a character behind us amongst 
all classes, which may be of some advantage 
to those who come after us. And considering 
the timid and suspicious disposition of the Si- 
amese, this will not appear of small moment. 
Should, however, the present treaty with Eng- 
land be maintained aud respected, this, under 
the blessing and protection of the Most High, 
will afford the best pledge of security to @ mis- 
sionary at Bangkok. And as our American 
brethren have already shown a bold, enterpris- 
ing, Missionary spirit, and pushed far in this 
direction, we assure them we shall not be en- 
vious in seeing them pass the boundary line of 
Burmah, and come forward to us, or advance 
towards Cochin-China or China. Whenever 
they come they shall have the right hand of 
fellowship and a hearty weleome in the name 
of the Lord from us, if still spared to labor 
here. Farewell. 

? 
Bangkok, Feb. 20th, 1829. 


J. Tomurin. 


Population of Bangkok in 1828. 


Chinese (paying tax) 
Descendants of Chinese - 
Cochin-Chinese_ - - 
Cambojans 
*Siamese 
Pegu 
Lans 


(Moans) 
(lately come) 
(old residents) 
Burmans = - S06 - 
T ’ 

Mala 
Christians 


. call 

* The Talapoins (Priests) cannot be included ia 
this estimate, for they alone probably exeeed the 
number here given. From an account [ lately saw, 
the Siamese are rated at 11,000. 




















Miscellaneous—City of Rome. 








MISCELLANEOUS. 


CITY OF ROME. 
Matta, Aug. 13, 1830. 
To the Rev. A. Cummines, 
Editor of the Portland Mirror. 

My Dear Brother,—The enclosed is the copy of a 
letter from a respectable minister of the Church of 
England, which recently came into my hands for Mr. 
Bird. 

Yours truly and affectionately, . W. Goopett. 

Lecuorn, July 19, 1830. 

My Dear Sir,—Ioa letter I wrote some time 
ago to Mr. Jowett, Lsent you a message rela- 
tive to the hbrary Of the Vatican; your other 
inquiries I have not answered sooner, from the 
difficulty of ubtaining a satisfactory answer to 
some of them; and, therefore, I deferred wri- 
ting as long as I remained in Rome, hoping to 
obtain fuller information. 

In Rome, owing to the number of books pro- 
hibited, and the difficulty of knowing what will 
be allowed and what not; for many books are 
half prohibited: i. e. sometimes they are and 
sometimes they are not—owing to this, no 
books are priuted in Rome by the booksellers. 
Some books are published by the Propaganda, 
Roman Catholic di the lives of saints, 
popes, &e. There ciety which profess 
to circulate gratis books, but its opera- 
tions are very limited, and without interest it is 
impossible to get any book. I was unable to 
learn more about it except that it had some 
good works. But as it regards periodical reli- 
gious publications, to which your query princi- 
pally refers—there isno such thing. * _* #* 
I never could find a single religious foreign pub- 
lication of a periodical kind.—And the answer I 
received from a very intelligent Catholic, rela- 
tive to the knowledge which Catholics have of 
what is going on in the religious world in other 
countries, was, that they knew nothing, 
Whether the higher authorities get moreexten- 
sive information, I cannot say. The answer 
then to your two first quefies, “what foreign 
religious publications are taken,” and “what 
religious publicatigus are issued,” is, none. 

Your 3d query is, “ Income and present state 
of Propaganda ?” No statement of any kind is 
published, and it is ext¥emely difficult to learn 
any thing about it. I received contradictory in- 
formation with regard totheincome. Itis, how- 
ever, partly supported by the government, and 
partly by income arising out of benefactions 
bequeathed. A Cardinal died whilst I was in 
Rome, and left 30,000 crowns per annum asa 
legacy. They have a magnificent building, and 
have in ita school or college, containing be- 
tween 70 and 80, who are supported and edu- 
cated for the priesthood, When their educa- 
tion is completed, they are obliged to go to an 
part of the world the governors choose, but if 
there be no need of their services in a foreign 
station, they are permitted to return to their 
friends, and perform the duties of the priestly 
office where they ean find employment. 

With regard to the library of the Vatican; 
strangers can always see it by requesting the 
attendance of the Custode. * 7 bed 
The library is not large, though the building is 
which contains it; there are not more than 
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45,000 volumes: Its MSS. are, however, very 
valuable. 

The public preaching in Rome is far more 

neral than I had imagined. In the Parish 

hurches there is every Sunday morning, with 
a few exceptions, the explanation of the Gos- 
pels, which is in fact sermons, on some subjects 
taken from them. After our English Church 
was closed, which it always is in the summer, I 
used to go constantly to the Parish Church in 
which I lived, and heard many very good ser- 
mons; sermons which entered much into the 
vitality of religion, dwelling pon the necess ty 
of the devotion of the heart, and not of the 
lips; the need of the Spifit’s influences, and 
value and efficacy of prayer, &c. Such, how- 


ever, was not the general character of the 
gery in Rome,—mere morality, the extol- 
ing of the saints, or some eulogium of Madon- 
na. * - + * 


With respect to the state of morals, there is 
less to offend the eye than I have seen in any 
other city ; but when you enter into private life, 
from the highest cardinal and the first princess 
down to the lower ranks, there is an almost to- 
tal absence of virtue. The poor are perhaps 
the most virtuous; but what can you expect 
from them, when mortal crimes ofien escape 
with impunity, or with trivial punishments ? 
Offences, however, against the decrees of the 
church, are punished with extreme rigor. A 
man may stab another,—it is not the man he in- 
tended to kill, but he has mistaken his mati: he 
flies from Rome; it is known where he lives, 
but he is suffered to remain unmolested. A 
poor waiter at an inn is seen to carry milk, 
which he has purchased into his inn on a festa, 
an hour before the Caffes, &c. are alowed to 
be open, and he is condemned to the galleys; 
these are facts. The perjurer and adulterer are 
scarcely condemned by the voice of opinion, 
except for having managed things badly ; but 
be who breathes a word against the church is 
thrown into prison, he knows not why ; his rela- 
tives dare not inquire for him; after lying there 
for months, he is told that he is accused of such 
and such things; he is bid to defend himself; 
his answers are committed to writing and ac- 
cording to them he is judged; his accuser he 
never sees. These are the tender mercies of. 
the 19th century. On this point, because I 
could scarcely believe it, I questioned several: 
and the same statement was always confirmed ; 
yet those who knew they were safe in speaking 
to me, would say, “don’t commit me.”—There 
are many extensive and rich institutions in 
Rome for the benefit of the poor; and in addi- 
tion to the endowed ones, another was estab- 
lished by the Pope about five years ago to pro- 
vide work for those children who used to wan- 
der about the streets begging ; so that you nev- 
er now see any begging about the streets. 

I have now given you as much information 
as I could collect on the points you mentioned, 
1 regret it is so imperfect. Burt it is difficult 
to acquire any information on many points ex- 
cept through the medium of some Ecclesiastic. 
I did not know one, but I would recommend 
any person coming to Rome to endeavor to 
obtain an introduction to one. 1 had only one 
introduction to Rome of any value. 

(Signed) Jour Jannarrt. 


Political Atheism. 


[Dzc. 
POLITICAL ATHEISM. 


It is known to some of our readers, that a 
party has for a considerable time been associa- 
ted in our city, odepting the principles of what 
is by them termed Free Inquiry. Their opinions 
have been considered to be dangerous; and un- 
der this impression, Dr. Beecuer of this city 
has begun a course of lectures in Park-Street 
Meeting House, on what he denominates Polit- 
ical Atheistn. The first lecture was delivered 
last Lord’s-day evening, from Psalm xiv. 1, 2. 
His definition of this atheism was, that it was a 
conspiracy agaist society, a waging of war 
against the native constitution of man, and cal- 
culated to introduce misrule, confusion und mis- 
ery, so far as it should prevail. This theory, 
against which he directed his powerful and ar- 
gumentative discourse, he represented as an at- 
tempt to annihilate the ties of kindred by abol- 
ishing marriage. The advocates of this athe- 
ism consider marriage an unjustifiable monopo- 
ly. They would destroy the relations of hus- 
band and wife, father and mother, brother and 
sister, and permit the promiscuous intercourse 
of the sexes. The family, of course, would no 
longer exist as it now does. The endearing ro- 
lations which now render home the abode of de- 
light and of chastity, of kindness, of love, and 
of the most affectionate interchanges of courte- 
sy and respect, would be broken . The fam- 
ily, ali! what benefits have been diffused through 
society by this ordination of Heaven. How 
many temptations have been disarmed of their 
foree on the youth, by the recollection of con- 
nexions thus created. The young man, enticed 
to the path of ruin, has said within himself, 
What will my father say or my mother? what 
will my sister say, or my brother, if 1 do this 
wickedness ? And thus has he escaped the snare 
of the fowler!—All these restraints, and all 
those which result from the holy fear of God, 
would the political atheist remove. Political 
atheism teaches a general division of property, 
allowing no man to possess more than another ; 
making the benefits of all labor, and of all 
knowledge, to accrue to the abli¢ at large. It 
would destroy all private rights to estates, and 
annihilate the fee simple in lands, because all 
these things are “a monopoly.” e discourse 
was divided into three parts, viz.— The folly, the 
danger, and the remedies of Political Atheism. 

Under the first head, the folly of this theory, 
the’ Dr. spoke somewhat in the following man- 
ner, though we pretend not to give the precise 
language, or to have preserved the exactness 
and fitness of the figures, being presented only 
from a very imperfect memory :— 

The absurdity of denying the being of Al- 
mighty God, and ‘the folly of supposing that 
creation is the work of chance, were descri' 
with most ingenious and well directed satire. 
It was observed that the mechanistn ofa watch” 
is universally admitted to determine the fact of 
an agent, of intelligence and design; but the 
existence of an unbounded universe, in all its 
surprising order, beauty, and mag nce, 
proves nothing! The history of this theory of 
‘atheism, said the Doctor, is short, but it must be 
told. For a long eternity, the confused elé- 
ments of creation were floating in the infinity 
of space, without any order, in a state of entire 
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chaos. But at length there happened a most 
terrible explosion, as if thousands of cannon 
were discharged, or as ten thousand thunders 
uttering their voices. The heat occasioned 
thereby to the numberless particles of matter, 
and the concussions which were the conse- 
quence; were most terrific. No account could 
be given of the cause ; but soit was! Presently, 
as if by enchantment, from this confusion, 
strange to tell a beautiful sun appeared, and 
shone forth in his meridian splendor. Around 
were thousands of stars, and planetary worlds, 
moving with perfect regularity and harmony, 
and performing their appointed revolutions with 
the utmost po and accuracy. No one could 
give the least information respecting these ap- 
pearances, but that so if happened. The waters 
too were gathered into one place, and a mighty 
ocean spread itself abroad ; and what was very 
surprising, this vast body of fluid salt was found 
to be teeming with life; the stately whale, the 
creeping shell-fish and the innumerable multi- 
tudes of the finny tribe, were discovered sport- 
ing in this world of waters. How they cane 
there, or by what means life was infused, not a 
trace of knowledge could be gathered ; and all 
that could be said was so it happened.—T he eie- 
ments of creation cooling, after a while a part 
of them crusted, and forth came the globe on 
which we dwell. And, wonderful to relate! 
huge mountains were seed, and beautiful hills 
covered with nature’s richest green. On these 


were also seen, herds of cattle and flocks of 
greasing with satisfaction peculiarly their 
irds, sporting in the air, flitted hither 


sheep, 
own. 

and thither, and insects unnumbered swarmed 
on every side. But that which created an as 

tonishment not to be described, was, that on 
this earth was found a human skeleton, perfect 
in the surprising formation of all its parts. The 
flesh appeared, and by a process utterly inex- 
plicable to mortals, covered the bones. Had it 
so reinained, it would have been an unsightly 
spectacle on which to gaze; but to hide the de- 
formity of ite nakedness, a beautiful skin cover- 
ed every of this form of flesh, with a 
. pe and neatness eluding all research. 
* The veins and arteries occupied their appropri- 
ate place, and the warm, purple fluid played 
about the heart, and spread itself with a syste- 
matic nicety and proportion inevery part. The 
lungs too were in their appropriate position, to 
admit the air necessary to life and existence. 
The speaking eyes prepared to beam forth intel- 
ligence, entered the socket warmed for its en- 
trance, and the ligaments tied it in its right lo- 
cality.— The ear with all its nice machinery for 
the admission of various sounds, assumed the 
centre of the head.—The mouth opened in the 
place where it ought to, furnished with double 
rows of ivory. Here were the sparkling eye, 
the rosy ¢heek, and the ruby lip, all the work of 
chance wonderful machine, though thus 
prepared for action with an acuteness and in- 
vention altogether unparalleled, would have re- 
minis and useless, had not a vivifying 
power n imparted. But the breath of life 
entered into it, and.it became a living, a think- 
ing, an immortal being. And from that time to 
the present, it has never ceased to think,—though 
it has appeared to think in a most irregular and 
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oo 
disorderly manner, espécially in the day of de- 
generacy and wickedness in which we live. 

In reference to the dangers of Political Athe- 
isin, these were inferred from the character of 
its doctrines. One of them is, vice may be left 
to punish itself without the force of law. Here 
was shown the incorrectness of this doctrine 
from the anarchy and bloodshed with which 
this atheism, whose food is blood, once desola- 
ted France ; and a most fearful picture was pre- 
sented of the situation of this kingdom in the 
“reign of terror” ander Robespierres Lafayette 
then labored toi uce a rational civil liberty, 
and in the effort’ nearly to the loss of his 
life. But Providence kindly preserved him, that 
he might now be the instrument of blessing his 
native country, which he loved with the ardor 
of a genuine patriot. The dangers to a Repub- 
lic from this atheism, were contrasted with the 
perils of a Monarchy; and the opinion was ex- 
pressed, tha: those of the former were greater 
than those of the latter. Allusion was made to 
the fact, that atheism by removing the fear of 
God, divests the oaths in our courts of all their 
efficacy. As to the absurdity of the principles 
exposed, some might suppose that they would 
destroy themselves and be without influence ; 
but this was shown to a mistake, from the 
love of wicked mea embrace any theory 
which woulkl remove moral obligation, and 
leave their evil passions unrestrained. 

As to the remedies azainst this Political Athe- 
ism, reference was made to the importance of 
public moral sentiment,—a regard to the author- 
ity of God,—and especially a sacred revereace 
for the institutions of religion, and the sanctifi- 
cation of the Sabbath. It is the hallowing of 
this day as God requires, that will spread all 
around our Republic, a defence more ce tain 
than a wall of fire. But if the religious obser- 
vances of this day are disregarded, we may ex- 
pect the speedy visitation of divine anger. The 
noble powers of man render him capable of 
“ whatsoever is pure lovely, and of good report ;” 
but, abandoned to the tyranay of his passions, 
he may become the tiger in temper anid feeling, 
spreading desolation far and wide,—ruining oth- 
ers, and destroying himselfi—Caristian Watch- 
man. R 


IMMORAL PUBLICATIONS. 


Bap books have a tendency in propagating 
vice and promoting infidelity; particularly 
when we take into consideration the sphere of 
their influence in society. The contagion of a 
licentious publication, if it be (as it too fre- 
quently is) in a popular and captivating shape, 
knows no bounds ; it flies to the remtest cor- 
ners of the earth ; it penetrates the obscure and 
retired inhabitants of simplicity and innocence; 
it makes its way into the cottage of the peasant, 
into the hut of the shepherd, and the shop of the 
mechanic; it falls into the hands of all ages, 
ranks, and conditions; but it is peculiarly fatal 
to the unsuspecting and unguarded minds of 
the youth of both sexes; and to them “its 
breath is poison, and its touch is death.” 


Favors of every kind are doubled when they 
are speedily con 
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ADDRESS 


Delivered before the Temperance Society of Frank- 
linville, V. Y. at their Annual Meeting in Sept. 
1830—By Huntington Lyman. 

This Address is published and sold in the form of 
a Tract, by Henry C. Sleight, Clinton Hall, New- 
York. We haye read it with much pleasure, and 
think it may well be classed with the many able pro- 
ductions which have been publi on the subject of 
intemperance. We make wing selections, 
as the best recommendation We eam give. 

After enumerating some of the evils of intemper- 
ance, and pointing to the one hundred millions of 
dollars annually wasted, and the death-shriek of 
thirty-six thousand, going down every year, through 
all the grades of a drunkard's degradation to a 
drunkard’s grave, the speaker adds: 


But look you, and see what coldness and in- 
difference prevails upon this subject. Except 
here and there no one arises to assert the rights 
an: fight the battles of suffering humanity. I 
again demand, why is this indifference ? 

This question commends itself to every one 
who indulges himself in habits of thinking. 

My own solution is, that the devil—the arch 
enemy of God and man, had an efficient hand 
in establishing, perfecting, and sustaining the 
present system of making drunkards, 

I believe that he visited the Arabian chemist 
in the visions of the night, and watelied over 
his alembic in the experiments of the following 
‘morning, aiding his skill by the suggestions of 
new ingredients and expedients, until the ac- 
cursed extract was perfected. I believe so be- 
cause the whole business bears the impress of 
his finish. But after the invention was comple- 
ted the work was not done—the article must be 
distributed; and to that end agencies must be 
established, and commission merchants must 
be employed; for, mark—he could not retail 
his wares himself, having once been caught in 
his retailing tricks in the garden of Eden, and 
exposed. 

So he set before men the bribe of filthy lu- 
cre, promising a reward proportionate to their 
activity and success in the sale. It is a melan- 
choly fact that the bait took—the temptation 
was resistless, and ever since the trade has 
prospered, and the men have been growing | 
rich upon the spoils of the bodies and souls of | 
their fellow-men. And at thistime (with a few 
honorable exceptions) there is an agency in ev- 
ery town and every hamlet of our vast repub- 
lic. Buotthe cunning does not end here. It is 
so contrived that the responsibility is complete- 
ly evaded. 

Drinkers not only feel no alarm from the in- 
fluence of the poisoned cup which their own 
darling selves have mingled, but if you talk to 
them about guilt, they shake off their free 
ageney, and say, “the retailer beguiled me, 
and I did drink.” 

If. with the determination to ferret out the 
guilty, re €0 to the retailer with the charge, 
you will find him as innocent as an infant. 





“What?” says he, “make me accountable 


for the misdeeds of another! I did not know 
but it was necessary as medicine—I force no 
man to buy—no man to drink.” 

But the lesson from which we have already 
quoted, helps us through this difficulty. Neith- 
er the consumer nor the retailer is held guilt- 
less by that unerring standard, In fact, the 
latter must, according to that rule, be.consid- 
ered as entitled to priority in the curse as well 
as severity in the degree. “ Because thou hast 
done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, up- 
on thy belly shalt thou go,” &c. While to the 
consumer it was said, “cursed be the ground 
for thy sake. In the sweat of thy face shalt 
thon eat bread.” 

And now when the complaints of poor, abus- 
ed, and suffering humanity begin to be heard, 
a few start up to espouse her cause. Many 
stand “off and on,” not committed to either 
side. When among the friends of temperance 
they say “it isa good thing and has done a 
great deal of good.” When they are among 
the opposers of the cause, they say nothing di- 
rectly condemning it,-but under the cover of a 
witticism or a sneer, inflict deep wounding and 
make it evident that they would not be chief 
mourners if the cause should fail, while if it 


succeeds, they think there is time enough to - 


fall in, when it is ascertained which way the 
current flows. In the mean time they are con- 
tent to remain ip a state of most awkward and 
perplexing betweenity. 

But who is this in our rear, who while the 
community are gravely deliberating upon a 
question of life and death, comes with a stag- 
gerihg gait and fire red eyes, crying as he 
comes with an unearthly, sepulchral wheeze, 
Polities! Priesteraft!—Priestcrafi! Polities !— 
Surely if it is the great magician himself, he 
has not this time disguised himself in the simil- 
itude of an angel of light. 

There are those who say with apparent sin- 
cerity, and there may be those who believe that 
this society, if it obtains success, will by and 
by grow up into a great engine political or 
religions oppression. Now if ea that ev- 
ery political and every religious denomination 
—every class, and condition, and profession of 
men are represented in this society, furnishes 
any security against the designs they fear, then 
they have that security. 

The following picture is well drawn. 

Lock arms with me, and let us patrol the hall 
of intemperance. 

liere in the basement story we see the smil- 
ing faces of youth; partly for the sake of the 
winnings, itis true, but chiefly for the sake of 
the amusement, engaged in the innocent diver- 
sion of hustling coppers. 

The loser pays the bar for a sweetened treat, 
which goes for the benefit of the club, These 
are but the entered apprentices—more interest: 
ing scenes await us aloft. Let us goup. You 
see on this floor the scene is more animating, 
and the amusements are more various and— 
hark! Hear you not the melody of sweet 
sounds? The instrument which gives them is 
a fiddle. See ; the dance is arranged—the per- 
formers are all males—the glass moves rapidly 
round, first to the fiddler, then to whoever can 
reach it. The group on our left are engaged in 
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pulling sticks—a contest for physical superi- 
ority. 

hat noisy ring on our right, from which 
you see aman hastening away, is engaged in 
seeing fuir play at a fight, which has probably 
grown out of some unfairness in the sports.— 
The man who fled is called an officer of the 
veace, and is bound, when he sees the peace 
Gohan, to endeavor to restore order, but he 
thought the fellow assailed deserved a flogging, 
and so he went away that he might not see a 
riot. 

Those red-nosed men whom you see listless- 
ly strolling about are the visiting brethren of a 
higher degree. We will go up this flight of 
steps, and we shall find the assembly of their 
peers. 

Here you see it is not so noisy, and all the 
circumstances of the place seem more consist- 
ent with the dignity of a grave assembly. In- 
stead of the glasses which you saw below, you 
here see a central tankard from which the les- 
ser vessels are supplied at pleasure. 

We are now out of the noise of the temper- 
ate drinker, and can examine more minutely. 

At that table they are singing sonys, which 
you perceive, bating for an occasional strain of 
obscenity, or blasphemy, are very sentimental. 
At that table they play at games, and you see 
when any unfairness is suspected, instead of 
wrangling as below, they curse each other a 
stave or two, and then give a few dry knocks 
without rising. Those who are vomiting yon- 
der have taken too much ; and those that sleep 
on the benches around, as this body will be in 
session for two or three days, either think they 
can afford to keep more regular hours, of else, 
by reason of getting beyoud singing, or becom. 
ing unprofitable partners in play, have been 
turned out of company. That man who has 
just let fall a decanter is an aciing magistrate ; 
and if you will go into his office to-morrow, 
you shall hear him called, your honor—your 
honor! 

The few 
as you t 


vs you see in this place are not, 
ppose, intruders, ‘That one, aid- 
ed by the iustruction of his father, was able at 
once to take the sophomore degree. That one 
was entered by his mother, who doctored him 
in his cradle with the good things of this place 
for worms and erying, and now you see he is 
one of the lights of this loft. 

A few females are in this story, who contrive 
to conceal their real ailing by misealling it siek- 
ness, hend-ache, rheumatism. That curtain 
hides them from our view—for the sake of 
manhood draw it not aside. But let us go up 
once more, and we shall have seen the acme 
of intemperance. 

You see as we enter no one heeds us—no 
one seems conscious of our presence. The on- 
ly sign of life is an occasional semi-audible 
curse, a contivual hiccough. Those black 
glistening things which protrude from their 
pockets are junk-bottles; and, although the 
weather is severely cold, several are without 
hats, having pawned them for rum. 

That great hole in the wall is the common 
oulet into which all these, and all who follow 
to this place, shall stagger, and fall, and be 
seen no more. . 





Lotteries.” 


I have remarked your attention has been 
repeatedly drawn nintelligible writing on 
the wall, which a ars conspicuously posted 
in each of the lower stories, but is translated 
only here. It is a passage of scripture. Now 
look on the arch which spans the outlet, and 
you may there read, in our vernacular tongue, 
“No drunkard shall inherit the kingdom of 
God.” 

My friends, I have given an outline of the 
picture of intemperance, from its early stages 
to its end, so as its enormities meet the 
public eye; al ally, it is true, but is the 
picture onnat overdrawn? If it is, the 
fault is wholl for if there is, on earth, 
a subject, whose realities set hyperbole at defi- 
ance, it is this—it is this. Have you any chil- 
dren, or friends, whom you desire to enter for 
its honors? But we have seen only the overt 
achievements of drinking. 

Shall I now draw aside the veil, and expose 
to your view, that cheerless group, the children 
of a drunken father, and the mother of a drunk- 
ard’s children? The long winter evening drags 
on, and yet he comes not. Ah! luckless wo- 
man! while the last stick of wood, your hus- 
band has provided, roasts the last potatoe he 
has left for your children’s supper, bring them 
close to its blaze, and throw the coverlet around 
them, and go yourself to the gate of a neigh- 
boring groggery, where you may hear the mu- 
sic ef your husband’s voice, mingling in the 
dis¢erdant brayings of drunken revelry. But 
go mot in; wait not till he issues forth, lest cur- 
ses reward your care, and blows be added to 
your wrongs, which already reach to heaven. 

Methinks [hear you say “it is enough—what 
can be done 2?” I rejoice to hear you make the 
demand, for 1 have a catholicon at hand, about 
whieh is no quackery. The first thing is,—ab- 
stain entirely. If every one Will practice upon 
this simple preseription, ove half the ills that 
flesh is heir to, will no longer exist. 

Yes, abstinence is our passover. Let absti- 
nence be written upon the posts of our doo 
and the destroying angel, when he sees it, wil 
pass by. 


Lorrentes.—It is surprising to us, that so 
long after the excellent cxample of England, 
the American legislature has not abolished lot- 
teries. In the mean time, individuals and reli- 
gious bodies are protesting against them, and 
we doubt not that before long, the eyes of the 
nation will be opened to the enormity of the 
evil. What shall we despair of when we learn 
that the populace of Paris have put down pub- 
lie gambling, which the late government of 
France upheld; and our own government we 
lament to say, take no steps to abolish, though 
it protrudes into the very vicinity of our most 
fashionable abodes, and might, we fully believe 
withoutany improper or unconstitutional stretch 
of power, be promptly and effeetually suppres- 
sed! We are led to the above remarks, by a 
series of excellent recent resolutions of the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian church 
in America, denouncing lotteries as “legalized 
gambling,” and urging the duty of suppressing 
them.—London Chr, Obs. 
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WILLIAM PENN. 


This able advocate of equity and mercy to the op- 
pressed Indians within our bordersyehas added two 
essays to his series on the Present Crisis in their mis 
erable condition. These essays have had an unpar- 
alleled circulation, and have been applauded and ap- 
proved by all upright and ho ble men, wherever 
read, at home and rondo attention to 
this appeal to the conscience lation, once more, 
asa Christian duty. To this fordm the appeal is 
justly made. It is altogether now a trial of the mor- 
al sense of this people. The wrong is admitted—it 
is confessed with shame by every conscience in the 
land—nay, it is ‘written on the wall’ of this Chris- 
tian Republic, in letters so large and clear, that dist- 
ant nations have read it, and are now pointing to it 
with scorn and derision. And yet this system of na- 
tional perjury and national oppression continues.— 
Every day’s newspaper brings us some fresh turn of 
the screw, by which a combination of godless men 
are endeavoring to grieve this sorrowful and friend- 
less race out of their homes and their possessions. 
Where then shall the Indian appeal. ‘‘ Judgment is 
turned away backward, and justice standeth afar off 
—for truth is falten in the street and equity cannot 
enter.” Where but tothe conscience of the nation— 
to the compassion and humanity of the people, of 
which it is believed there is some still left. But if 
there is any of these charities left, in what bosoms 
does it reside? Where shall he look for it? Are 
we taught by the history of the world, om by the 
word of God, to expect that they who do not “ fear 
God,” will “regard man?” If Christian patriots— 
if conscientious and philanthropic freemen will not 
hear the cry of injured humanity—if they wil! glance 
an indignant eye at the outrages that come to us dai- 
ly, or the legislative tyranny published this week 
and every week in our columns, crushing boldly and 
at a blow, those hallowed rights of the freemen, 
which we will not let another breathe on with impu- 
‘pity, and when they have read, shut up their hearts, 

_and go about their business, why then, “ truth is, in- 
deed, fallen in the street, and equity cannot enter.” 

It need not be thus. The most gloomy prophecies 
as to the issue of this nefarious and industrivusly 
plied scheme, are we know becoming fashionable— 
but it is not too late yet to tear the foul leaf from our 
history. There is still a remedy—it is in the hands 
of those conscientious and upright citizens, in whose 
hearts humanity, equity, and mercy still have a 
voice. Let these efforts then to lift up truth be list- 
ened to and seconded by such, and equity shall once 

‘more enter. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL ENTERPRISE. 


Suxpay Scnoot Meetine in Battimone.—A ve- 
ry interesting meeting to promote the Sunday Schoo! 
enterprise in the West, was recently held in Balti- 
more; Drs. M’Auley and Bedell, and the Rev. Mr. 





Brantly of Philadelphia, and Mr. Baird, the Geners 
al Agent of the Society, addressed the meeting, 
which was large and much interested in the object. 
The sum of $3,100 has been pledged in Baltimore to 


promote this great work.—N. Y. Obs. 


Suspay Scnoot Meetine at Ricumonp.—A meet- 
ing of the friends of the Sabbath School cause was 
held at the First Presbyterian Church at Richmond, 
on the 23d ult. The Rt. Rev. Richard Channing 
Moore, D. D., the vevnerable Bishop of Virginia, and 
well known as the friend of she benevolent efforts of 
this interesting day, was called to the chair; Kev. 
Eli Ball, of the Baptist Church, and Mr. Fleming 
James, of the Presbyterian Church, were appointed 
Secretaries. 

The meeting was opened with a most impressive 
address from the Rt. Rev. Chairman, explaining the 
objects of the meeting, and urging upon Christians, 
philanthropists and patriots, the duty of uniting in a 
work, as to the great utility of which all seemed to 
be agreed, and as to the truly beneficent and sub- 
limely moral character of which none could doubt. 
The speech was characterized by all that glow of 
truly liberal and catholic and devoted spirit which 
has long distinguished the Bishop of Virginia, and 
which | may truly say is largely shared by his excel- 
lent assistant, Bishop Mead. 

After a statement by Rev. Mr. Baird, General 
Agent, several inciting and approving resolutions 
were offered and adopted—moved by the Rev. Mr. 
Breckenridge, of Baltimore, and seconded by John 
G. Williams, Esq. of the Episcopal church, with 
able and eloquent addresses from these gentlemen. 

The resolution was then offered by the Rev. Mr. 
Polk, of the Episcopal church, seconded by the 
Rev. Mr. Armstrong, and unanimously adopted : 

“That this meeting highly approves of the efforts 
whieb the American Sunday School Union is making 
to establish Sunday Schools in the great Valley of 
the Mississippi; and that those persons present who 
feel disposed to encourage and sustain the Union in 
this great undertaking, may have an opportunity of 
signifying the amount of pecuniary aid which they 
can and will contribute, subscription cards be now 
circulated among the audience.” 

Whilst the subscription cards were circolating, 
William M. Atkinson, Esq. of Petersburg, address- 
ed the mecting in a speech of great animation with 
the view of showing how much Virg so many of 
whose sous had already emigrated, and are still em- 
igrating to the West, is interested in this great 
movement; and how firm a bond of union this en- 
terprise is forming, between the East and West, at 
a time when union is so much needed, and to culti- 
vate which, much ought to be done. In the opinion 
of Mr. Atkinson, these great and beneficent enter- 
prises are doing more to bind the various parts of 
this great Republ.c together, than all the speeches 
which our politicians are making on this important 
subject, or than all the legislation which is avowedly 
made to promote this great object. When Mr. At- 
kinson had ended, the meeting was dismissed with 
the bendiction by the venerable Chairman. 

The subscription at the meeting exceeded $1,000. 


THE SABBATH IN ENGLAND. 


The Rev. J. W. Douglass, of Virginia, who is now 
travelling in Europe, writes to the editor of the Rich- 
mond Telegraph under date of Liverpool, Oct. 13th, 
as follows : 


When the Liverpool and Manchester Rail-road was 
opened a few weeks since, it became a question with 
the directors, whether they should run their cars en 
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the Sabbath, or on that day “do no work.” Vari- 
ous opinions were expressed. Some said that if the 
company did not improve the day, others would, and 
thus their profits would be greatly reduced. Here it 
was a question of interest altogether. Some propos- 
ed that they should merely run so many cars as 
would be required by those who might be under the 
necessity of travelling. But then who was to decide 
on that necessity? It was plain that by this rule 
there would soon be no Sabbath. Others pleaded 
the absolute and universal authority of the divine 
law. They were not at liberty to consult expediency 
er interest. The fourth commandment was plain 
and imperative. Finally it was resolved to com- 
promise with the Decalogu@ They would run their 
carriages, but so as not to interfere with the hours 
of public worship. The clergy of the Church of 
England remonstrated respectfully with the Board, 
out ineffectually Two of the directors then resigu- 
ed, sold their shares in the company, and washed 
their hands of the whole concern. A noble instance 
of devotion to principle. 

A meeting of the Dissenting ministers of Liver- 
pool, had been beld at which Mr. D. was present, to 
consult measures proper to be taken by /hem on the 
occasion. It resulted after a good deal of conversa- 
tion, conducted in a most Christian spirit, in a deter- 
mination to present an address to the public, inserted 
in the newspapers of the town, and in appointing a 
day to be observed by each minister in explaining 
the obligations of the Sabbath to his particular 
charge, and thus endeavor to awaken a general and 
simultaneous attention throughout the whole commu- 
nity to this subject. The laws here, says Mr. Deure 
good, as they are with us, but there is wanteda na- 
tional conscience to enforce them. 


EPISCOPAL MISSIONARY MEETING, 


The anaval Meetipg of the Hartford Episcopal Mis- 
sionary Society, Auxiliary to the Domestic and For- 
eiga Missionary Society of the Church, was held in 
Hartford onthe 28th ult. In the afternoon, previous, 
the anniversary sermon was preached by the Rev. 
Professor Hawkes, of Washington College, and a col- 
lection made in behalf of the Society. The sermon 
was a most rful and eloquent appeal in behalf 
of Christia sions. 

The evening meeting was unusually large, and was 
opened by prayer, read by the Rt. Rev. Bishop 
Brownell, President of the Society. 

The officers of the Society having been elected, and 
Reports read, the following resolutions were adopted, 
after interesting and animated discussions, in which 
the Rev. Mr. Wheaton, the Rev. Professors Hawkes, 
Humphreys and Potter, and 1. Perkins, and W. H. 
Imlay, Esqs., took part: 

Resolred, That this Society pledge themselves to 
furnish to the Parent Socie y the sum of two hundred 
and fifty dollars annually for five years. 

Resolved, That while we view with feelings of un 
mingled satisfaction the unexpected success which 
has attended the appeal in behalf of the Greek Mis- 
sion, the state of the Missions on our Western and 
Southern frontiers, as set forth in the late address 
of the Executive Committee of the Parent Society, 
calls for the most strenuous exertions of the Clergy 
and Laity to sustain them ; and that it is highly de- 
sirable to ble the C ittee immediately to send 
laborers into the vast field which has been displayed 
in the Report of our Diocesan, of his late Episcopal 
visitation. 

Resolved, That we deem it the duty of Christians, 
in their efforts for Missions, not to stop short of the 
self-denials and sacrifices of those who count not this 
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life dear unto them, so 
and that the souls of 


they may win Christ, 
secetan Epis W. abr. 


PHI A KAPPA. 

At the Anniversary meeting of the Phi Beta Kappa 
Society, held at the Rhetorical Chamber of Yale 
College, on the 2d inst., the following gentlemen 
were elected officers of the Alpha of Connecticut, 
for the ensuing year: 

Hon. Roger M. Sherman, President, 
Prof. Jonathan Knight, Vice President, 
Aaron N. Skinner, Esq., Cor. Secr'y, 


Charles H » M.D., Treasurer. 
The following seen were elected Honorary 
members: Rey. Brockway, Ellington, Dr. 
Eli Todd, Hartford, Hon. Peter Hitchcock, Ohio. 


SUMMARY. 


Revival in Shepherdstown, Va.—A letter communi- 
cates the joyful intelligence of the accession of one 
hundred to the different churehes in this village. As 
many as forty of the hopeful subjects of this work 
have not yet united with any church. The Temper- 
ance cause is advancing. ‘ One of our tavern keep- 
ers,” says the writer, “ cut down his sign last week, 
declaring, his house should no longer be called the 
drunkards home.” —N. Y. Evan. ’ 

Lectures in Park-St. Church, Boston.---Dr. Beech- 
er’s Sunday evening Lectures on Political Atheism, 
are thronged, and many are obliged to go away for 
want of room. It is estimated that 3,000 attended 
last Sabbath evening. We hope by the blessing of 
the Holy Ghost these Lectures may be a means of 
checking the progress of Skepticism among the young 
medi tile eny..-Bost. Ree. lies 

The subscriptions at Port au Prince in Hayti, 
made for the sufferers at Paris in the late revolution 
amounted to $86v. s 

Shame! Shame !—The execution of James Gray, 
lately hanged at Batavia, N. Y. is said to have drawn 
together about 15,000 spectators ; one-third females. 
Uhe scene is described as one of fighting, swearing, 
and drunkenness. 

Dr. Louis Marshall, (a brother of the Chief Jus- 
tice,) has accepted the Presidency of Washingtou 
College, at Lexington Va. and will enter immediate- 
ly on the duties of his office. 

A work entitled “ The Voyage and Adventures of 


the Companions of Coluwnbus,” by Washington Irv- 





.| ing, is about to be published in London. 


Colonisalion.—The Vermont Watchman states that 
“the freasurer of the Vermont Colonjgation Soeiety, 
Daniel Baldwin, Esq. acknowledges the receipt of 
$982 99, the past year. Among the private dona- 
tions, are $20 from Dr. Isaac Green, $10 from Hon, 
William Hail, and $20 from Hon. Samuel Pren- 
tiss.” 

Temperance and Revivals.—A Methodist cler- 
gyman connected with the Ulysses and Ovid 
Circuit, in giving an account of large acces- 
sions to the Church there, says: 

In originating the revival it is believed the 
influence of the temperance measures deserves 
a conspicuous acknowledgment. ‘That influ- 
ence, though silent, was salutary and deep, and 
the great Friend to temperance, conferred de- 
served honor on it by making it the harbinger 
of his mercy to the souls of Lendoote, 

A temperance society was formed by our peo- 
ple in the town of Hector, in this circuit, more 
than twelve years ago, which has ever since 
continued its operations. 
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From the National Intelligencer. 

PRESENT STATE oF tigrDiaN QUESTION. 

Gentiemen—Your readers need not be informed 
that the Indian Question, gs it is familiarly called, has 
been deeply interesting to the American puodlic for 
‘more than a year; and that it was particularly so 
during the whole of the last session of Congress. This 
subject does not directly affect theyprivate concerns 
of our citizens, nor dues it bear immediately on the 
foreign relations of the country; nor ought it to be 
entangled with the wishes and designs, the hopes and 
fears of political intriguers, or partisan editors. No 
other subject, so far removed as this is from the ordi- 
nary causes of excited feeling, has taken so firma 
hold of the public mind and the public conscience, 
since the United States became a nation. This gen- 
eral interest can be accounted for in no-other way 
than by supposing that a large portion of our inhabit- 
ants, including many of the most intelligent, virtuous, 
and public-spirited men in the community, are seri- 
ously apprehensive that justice is to be trampled on, 
humanity outraged, and the national character deep- 
ly stained, by the treatment which the defenceless 
tribes upon our borders are to receive at our hands. 

The Indians are now, if compared with ourselves, 
afeeble raceof men. They are far removed from the 
populous parts of our country. They have but scan- 
ay means of access to the minds and hearts of our 
people. Ignorance of their condition casts an obscu- 
rity over their rights and claims. They have no pat- 
ronage to bestow, no votes to give or to withhold, no 
resources adequate to even a moderate and stinted 
dlefence of their righteous cause. Their opponents 
can wield a great patronage, have many votes to give, 
‘and hold great political power at their disposal; and 
all the influence thence resulting, is exerted to stifle 
inquiry, to misrepresent the character and claims of 
the Indians. and to make their cause appear despica- 
dle and hopeless. 

. Vet though their cause labors under all these disad- 
vantages, the people of the United States generally, 
#0 far as correctly informed in regard to facts, are 
on the side of the Iadians. The cry of the Indians 
has been heard; their claims are thoroughly under- 
stood by many; and all fair-minded, honorable men, 
by whom these claims are thus understood, are ex- 
tremely desirous that the Indians should receive that 
protection, which our nation has solemnly, and many 
times, covenanted to afford. 

Another session of Congress is approaching; and 
it seems proper to inquire, What is the present stale of 
the Indian Question? and What are the people of the 
United States bound to do in regard to it ? 

d propose, Messrs. Editors, to answer these two in- 
quiries in twe@jessays ; and as but a single number will 
be-devoted to each, I respectfully solicit the attention 
of yourselves and your readers, to a discussion of so 
moderate a length, on a subject, which, however it 
may be disguised for the moment, will at last be uni- 
versally acknowledged to be one of momentous im- 
port. 

To ascertain Whal is the stale of the Indian Ques- 
tion? it will be necessary to bear in mind the follow- 
ing particulars. 

The present Chief Magistrate of the United States, 
soon after entering upon the duties of his office, gave 
the Cherokees and the other southwestern tribes to 
understand, that they must submit to the laws of the 
states in their neighborhood. While he professed a 
willingness to extend his protection to these tribes, in 
some undefined manner, and to some uncertain ex- 
tent, he explicitly and repeatedly declared, that he 
could do nothing which should interfere with state 
laws, or should imply that the separate states have 
not the absolute and uncontrolled power of legislating 
over Indian tribes, residing on their original territo- 
ry, if that territory happens to fall within the char- 


tered limits of any state. Of course, the President 
must have assumed the power of suspending the law 
of Congress, regulaling inlercourse with the Indian 
tribes ; a law, the principal provisions of which have 
been in force since the year 1790, and which now 
stands on the national statute book unrepealed If 
the right of the states to legislate for the Indians be 
admitted, it is absurd for the general government to 
talk of protecting them, in any respect whatever. 

The President has not only supposed himself in- 
vested with the power of suspending or repealing 
laws, but has, in the case of the Cherokees, suspend- 
ed the intercourse law, which had been made perpet- 
ual for their benefit by an express treaty stipulation. 
He has also assumed fs power of vacating treaties, 
on the ground that all his predecessors in office, and 
every Senate of the United States, had transcended 
their constitutional authority. 

The fact that the President has theoretically and 
practically assumed the power of suspending or re- 
pealing a law of Congress, which had been enfor- 
ced by every one of his predecessors, and the power 
of vacating treaties which had been uniformly held 
sacred by them, is one of the most remarkable things 
which have taken place since the origin of our Gov- 
eroment. How very remarkable it is, may be seen 
by any one who reflects, that the Constitution has 
given the President no power to pronounce an exist- 
ing law unconstitutional, much less to repeal or sus- 
pend a law. He does not embody in himself all the 
iegislative and judicial functions ofghbe Government. 

The interpretation of laws, and the power of deci- 
ding as to their constitutionality, belong to the judi- 
ciary, by which branch of the Government these pow- 
ers have exclusively been exercised. Even in hered- 
itary monarchies, wherever there is any thing likea 
limited government, the King cannot abrogate, alter, 
or suspend a law. The King of England, for instance, 
has no power of this sort. The representatives ofthe 
French people inserted in the rece..t charter a decla- 
ration, that the King should never suspend the opera- 
tion of a law ; and this was one of the first, and one 
of the most important additions which they made to 
the old charter. 

Such being the known opinions and conduct of the 
President, the Indian bill passed at the close of the 
last session of Congress. The act would be perfectly 
harmless, were the execution of it confided to a Chief 
Magistrate who entertained the views of General 
Washington and Mr. Jefferson in relation to this whole 
subject. It recognizes the national character of the 
Indian tribes, and expressly guards against the viola- 
tion of treaties. Yet, both its friends and its oppos- 


‘}ers knew very well, that the Indian tribes were dena- 


tionatized by those State laws, with which the Presi- 
dent had said he could not interfere, and that, under 
the operation of these State laws, every treaty, thoug® 
made for the very purpose of protecting the Indians, 
would become a dead letter. I spesk of the friends 
of the bill generally. There may have been a few 
who voted for it, in the belief that it would be impos- 
sible for the Presideut to disregard the plainest stip- 
ulations of treaties, under the auspices of an act of 
Congress, which expressly guarded their sanctity. 
The effects of this act of Congress have been pre- 
cisely such as its opposers predicted they would be. 
The Indians have all been told, that the opinions of 
the President, as they had been previously stated and 
explained, are approved by Congress, and that now 
there is certainly no alternative for these tribes, but 
a removal beyond the Mississippi, or subjection to the 
laws of the States. 

Attempts to negotiate with the southwestern tribes 
have Leen renewed uoder the auspices of the Indian 
bill. The @herokees and Creéks have refused to 
treat. The Chickasaws have agreed to remove, pro- 
vided a tract of country can be found, which shali be 





satisfactory to them, a condition which they do not 
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believe it possible for the United States to comply | form of government, 


with. The Choctaws have recently signed a treaty, | 
under the very urgent influence of the Secretary of | 
War, with the law of Congress as expla ned by him, |} 
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securing to the minis- 
ers and members ches their rights and 
srivileges, is the safe-guard of Christian 
iherty ; we therefore, trusting in the protection 


and the laws of the State of Mississippi, and all the of Almighty God 1 acti j 
: Missi ghty God, and ‘acting in the name and 
unknown power of State legislation suspended over af : ° ‘ . 
them ; the whole forming a system eof deress, which by ths authority of our constituents, do ordain 
7 an estublizh, and agree to be governed by the 


the Choctaws could not withstand, and which is equal- 
ly unjust to them and dishonorable to the country. f 


vllowing elementary principles and constitu- 


When the Lodian bill had passed, the Cherokee | tion :— 


deputies, then at Washington, employed legal counsel. 


1. A Christian church is a society of beliey- 


Now, for the first time since this controversy arose, | ers in Jesus Christ; and is of divine institution. 


they availed themselves of professional aid. Mr. Wirt, 


2, Christ is the only head of the Chnreh; 


long and advantageously known to the American pub-| on4 the word of God the only rule of faith and 
lic as an eminent jurist and a powerful advocate, was conduct. 


engaged by them to defend their cause, and to take 


3. No person who loves the Lord Jesus Christ, 


Tera Ss f t 
proper measures for bringing it before the Supreme and obeys the G 1 of God our Savior, ought 


Court of the United States. 
The announcement of this advance in the contro- 
versy, was received with tokens of high gratification. 


to be deprived of church membership. 


4, Every man has an inalienable right to pri- 


The sad countenances of the Cherokees were univer- | vate judgment, in matters of Religion; and an 
sally lighted up, and of all friends of the Indians, and | equal right to express his opinion, in any way 
all who love to see justice administered with an equal | which will not violate the laws of God or the 
hand to the weak and the strong. To the Supreme rights of his fellow men. 


Court the Constitution has assigned the duty of deci- 


5. Church trials should be conducted on gos- 


ding questions, which arise in regard to the meaning ) | 4) principles only: +s 
. - and no minister or member 

and effect of treaties, and in regard to the constitu- per} P yi a A 

tionality, as well as the sinaiek and effect, of laws should be excommunicated except for immoral- 
H ity ; the propagation of unchristian doctrines; 


enacted by Congress, and by the Legislatures of the 
several States. {f the Indian question can be fairly 


or for the neglect of duties enjoined by the word 


brought before this tribunal, and deliberately argued of God. 


and adjudicated there, the public will undoubtedly 


6. The pastoral or ministerial office and du- 


be satisfied with the decision. If, however, there should | ties are of divine appointment; and all elders 
be unavoidable delay in obtaining the judgment of the | in the church of God are equal; but ministers 
Court, so that the Cherokees cannot soon avail them- | are forbidden to be lords over God’s heritage, 
selves of that legal protection, to which they believe | o¢ t9 tiave dominion over the faith of the saints. 


themselves entitled, and which has been solemnly 


7. The church has a right to form and enforce 


guarantied to them by the sovereign authorityjof the such roles and regulations only, as are in accor- 


nation, it will be matter of deep sorrow and regret to 
them, and may prove fatal to their cause. 
(Te be cominued.) 





ASSOCIATED METHODIST CHURCHES. 

A convention of ministers and lay representatives, del- 
egated by the churches of this denomination of Christians 
in different parts of the United States, assembled in Bal- 
timore, on the 2d uli., for the purpose of forming a con- 
Mitution and book of discipline for the goverument of 
their churches. The Associated Methodist churches 
have been estimated at be:ween 300 and 400 ministers, 
and between £0,000 and 40,000 communicants. They 
are seceders from the Methodist Episcopal church, and 
differ from that sect, as may be seen in the following ex- 
tracts, in reposing the power of church government in the 
hands of “ ministers and members,” in altering and abol- 
ishing the distinctions of the clergy, &e. The Rev. Dr. 
Francis Waters, of Maryland presided, and Messrs. 
Lipscomb and Stockton were appointed Secretaries 
The convention coutinued in session nearly four wetks. 
The following is the preamble of the coustitution adopted 
by them :— 

We, the representatives of the Associated 
Methodist Churches, in general convention as- 
sembled, acknowledging the Lord Jesus Christ 
as the only head of the church, and the word of 
God, as the sufficient rule of faith and practice, 
in all things pertaining to godliness, and being 
fully persuaded, that the representative form “of 
church government is the most scriptural, best 
suited to our condition, and most congenial with 
our views and feelings as followdilibens with 
the saints, and of the household of God; and, 


dance with the Holy Scriptures, and may be 
necessary or have a tendency to carry into ef- 
fect the great practical system of Christianity, 

8. Whatever power may be necessary to the’ 
formation of rules and regulations, is inherent 
in the ministers and members of the church; 
but so much of that power may be delegated, 
from time to time, upon a plan of representa- 
tion, as they may judge necessary and proper. 

9. It is the duty of all ministers and members 
of the church to maintain godliness, and to op- 
pose all moral evil. 

10. It is obligatory on ministers of the Gos- 
pel to be faithful in the discharge of their pas- 
toral and ministerial duties; and it is also obli- 
gatory on the members, to esteem ministers 
highly for their work’s sake, and to render them 
a righteous compensation for their labors. 

Il. The church ought to secure to all her of- 
ficial bodies the necessary authority for the pur- 
poses of good government; but she has no 
right to create any distinct or independent sov- 
reignties, 

The Constitution contains seventeen articles ; 
the first and second are as follows :— 

Articce I. T'itle—This Association shall be 
denominated, the Methodist Protestant Church, 
comprising the Associated Methodist Churches. 

Articre II. ee There 


is only one condition required of those who 


apply for membership in an Associated Method- 
ist Church, Viz: “A desire to flee from the 
wrath to come, and be saved by grace, through 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ; with an avow- 
ed determination to walk in all the command- 





whereas a written constitution, establishing the 


ments of God blameless.” 
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But those who may continue therein must) 


ive evidence of this desire and determination, 
- conforming to such rules of moral discipline 
as the word of God requires. 

2. There shall be a state of probationary 
privileges in which persons shall be held as 
candidates for admission into membership in 
this church, preparatory to their being received 
into full membership, by a compliance with the 
terms thereof. 

3. The children of our members, and those 
under their guardianship, shall be reeognized as 
enjoying probationary privileges, and held as 
candidates for membership, and may be put in- 
to classes, as such, with the consent of their 
parents or guardians. 


Georgia Legislature and the Indians.—The 
Joint Committee on the “State of the Repub- 
lic,” bave reported a bill which prohibits the 
Cherokee Chiefs, and all other persons, from 
causing or by any means procuring the assem- 
bling of any Council or other pretended legisla- 
tive body of said Indians, for any purpose what- 
ever, under penalt yo year’s imprisonment 
at hard labor in the Penitentiary! Persons as- 
sembling “as a Council, Assembly, Convention, 
or in any other capacity, for the purpose of ma- 
king laws, orders or regulations bor said Tribe,” 
are also subjected to four year’s imprisonment at 
bard labor in the penitentiary! Persons holding 
any Court or Tribunal whatever, under color or 
by authority of the Cherokee Tribe, for the 
purpose of hearing and determining causes, ei- 
ther civil or criminal,——four year’s imprisonment 
at hard labor in the penitentiary! Penalty for ex- 
ecuting any precept, command or process, issu- 
ed by any Court or Tribunal in the Cherokee 
Tribe,—jine, and imprisonment in the jail or pen- 
ttentiary, vot longer than four years, at the dis- 
cretion of the Court! Penalty for confiscating, 
or attempting to confiscate, or otherwise to 
cause a forfeiture of the property or estate. of 
any Cherokee in consequence of enrolling him- 
self and family for emigration,—four year’s im- 
prisonment at hard labor in the penitentiary ! 

Such is the next “turn of the screw” which 
has been devised for pressing the Cherokees in- 
to the earth or driving them beyond the Missis- 
sippi. “ Driving!” says some staunch advocate 
for the rightqot Georgia ; “do you mean to say 
that she is going to apply physical force to re- 
move them?” That in our opinion will depend 
upon circumstances. If the laws of Draco fail 
of producing the desired effect, then will come 
another turn of the screw, and another, and an- 
other; and if nothing else will avail, we express 
ourdeliberate opinion that the Cherokees will 
be driven off by force of arms: for the Georgians 
have said, and said truly. “We want your lands 
and will have them.”—VWV. Y. Jour. of Com. 


TEMPERANCE IN CHURCHES. 


The Synod of New-York lately passed reso- 
Jutions on the subject of temperance which will 
doubtless receive the serious attention of Pres- 
byteries and churches within its boundaries. 
It is earnestly hoped that every church under 
the care of the Synod, will take prompt meas- 
ures to carry into effect the recommendation of 





that body. We have heard of one church* that 
has already seconded the measure by adopting, 
and placing upon the records of the session, 
the following preamble and resolution: 

Whereas the Synod of New-York, at their 
late session, recommended to the ministers, el- 
ders, and members, under their care, to dis- 
countenance the use of distilled liquors not onl 
by abstaining themselves from the use of oath 
liquors, but by actively promoting every pru- 
dent measure devixed for the purpose of fur- 
thering the cause of temperance: and also ex- 
pressed their deep regret that any members of 
the church of Christ, at the present day, and 
under existing circumstances, should feel them- 
selves at liberty to manufacture, vend, or use 
ardent spirits, and thus as far as their influence 
extends, counteract the efforts now making for 
the promotion of temperance. 

Therefore, Resolved, That no person shall 
be admitted to the communion of this church 
who will not promise to abstain from the use of 
distilled spirits, and avoid making or vending 
the vame.—™. Y. le 


A friend of missions has subscribed to the 
treasury of the American Home Missionary 
Society one thousand dollars, to be paid the first 
of May next, “on condition that it shall be ap- 
plied exclusively to the aid of churches which 
have already ainueed, or shall, previous to that 
time, adopt the principle that they will admit 
to their communion, as members, only such 
persons as shall agree to abstain from the use of 
ardent spirits as a drink ; and also that they 
will not be concerned in making or selling it 
for that purpose. When a number of church- 
es shall have been ascertained, which im the 
opinion of the Executive Committee, ought to 
he aided in that amount, then the $1,000 is 
pledged as above, or a less sum, if less shall be 
needed by the churches so ascertained.” 


Home Miss. 


~ CHANGE OF LANGUAGE. ° 


It is remarkable how many words in a living 
language, (unless peculiar care be taken by au- 
thors in their composition.) will, by degrees, vary 
their primitive meaning ; innumerable instances 
might be given of these variations; but how 
very strange is it that some words have com- 
pletely changed their original significations! 

Any person acquainted with the ancient En- 
glish writers, must have particularly noticed this. 
In Psalm xxi., v. 3, the passage reads “ For thou 
preventest him with the blessings of goodness,” 
&c.—At this time we are ata loss to understand 
the sentence ; but the original and proper mean- 
ing of the verb “prevent,” was “to precede, to 
gobefore.” In this sense the passage is perfectly 
intelligible, viz: “Thou precedest him with the 
blessings of goodness,” &c. The prayer often 
used before the serinon in the Episcopal Church- 
es, reads “ Prevent us, O Lord, in all our doings, 
with thy most gracious favor,” &c.—meaning, 
“go before us or precede us.” But what pla- 
ces this matter beyond all doubt, is the lan- 
guage in the 10th article of theChurch of Bng- 





* The chareh referred to we understand, is the new 
Presbyterian church in Thames-street.—Eds. Obs. 
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land, (which was drawn up with very great 
care) and reads thus, “We ies no power to 
do good works, pleasant an! acceptable to God 
without the grace of God by Christ, preventing 
us,” &c.—Albany Daily Adv. P 


NO REFUGE FOR GUILT 


Extracts from the introductory and closing parts of 
Mr. Webster's argument at Salem, on the trial of 
J F. Knapp for the murder of Mr. White. 


“The deed was executed with a degree of 
self possession and steadiness equal to the 
wickedness with which it was planned, The 
circumstances, now clearly in evidence, spread 
out the whole scene before us. Deep sleep 
had fallen on the destined victim, and on all 
beneath his roof. A healthful old man, to 
whom sleep was sweet, the first sound slum- 
bers of the night held him in their soft but 
strong embrace. The assassin enters, through 
the window already prepared, into an unoccu- 
pied apartinent.—With noiseless foot he paces 
the lonely hall, half lighted by the moon; he 
winds up the ascent of the stairs, and reaches 
the door of the chamber. Of this he moves 
the lock, by soft and continued pressure, till it 
turns on its hinges; and he enters, and be- 
holds his victim before him. The room was 
uncommonly open to the admission of light.— 
The face of the innocent sleeper was turned 
from the murderer, and the beams of the moon, 
resting on the grey locks of his aged temple, 
showed him where to strike. The fatal blow 


is given! and the victim passes without a strug- 
gie or a motion, from the repose of sleep to the 


repose of death! It is the assassinu’s purpose to 
make sure work, and he yet plies the dagger, 
though it was obvious that life had been de- 
stroyed by the blow of the bludgeon. He even 
raises the aged arm, that he may not fail in his 
aim at the heart, and replaces it again over the 
wounds of the poignard! To finish the picture, 
he explores the wrist for the pulse! he feels it, 
and ascertains that it beats no longer! It is ac- 
complished. The deed is done. He retreats, 
retraces his steps to the window, passes out 
through it, as he came in, and escapes. He has 
done the murder—no eye hath seen him, no ear 
hath heard him. The secret is his own and it is 
safe! 

“Ab! Gentlemen, that was a dreadful mis- 
take. Such a secret can be safe no where. 
The whole creation of God has neither nook 
nor corner, where the guilty can bestow it, and 
say itis safe. Not to speak of that eye which 
glances through all disguises, and beholds eve- 
ry thing, asin the splendor of noon, such se- 
crets of guilt are never safe from detection, 
even by men. True it is, generally speaking, 
that “murder will out.” True it is, that Provi- 
dence hath so ordained, and doth so govern 
things, that those who break the great law of 
heaven, by shedding man’s blood, seldom suc- 
ceed in avoiding discovery. Especially in a 
case exciting so much attention as this, discov- 
ery must come, and will come, sooner or later. 
A om eyes turn at once to explore every 
man, @very thing, every circumstan nected 
with time and place; a thousand earsecatch every 
whisper; a thousand excited minds intensely 
dwell on the scene, shedding all their light, and 
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ready to kindle the \ circumstance into 
a blaze of discovery, © Meantime the guilty soul 
cannot keep its own secret. It is false to nself; 
or rather it feels an irrresi=tible impulse of con- 
science to be true to itself. It labors under its 
guilty possession, and knows not what to do 
with it. The human heart was not made for 
the residence of such an inhabitant. It finds 
itself preyed on by a torment which it does not 
acknowledge to God norman. A vulture is de- 
vouring it, and it can ask no sympathy or assis- 
tance from either heaven or earth. The secret 
which the murderer possesses svon comes to 
possess him ; and, like the evil spirits of which 
we read, it overcomes him, and leads him 
whithersoever it will. He feels it beating at bis 
heart, rising to his throat, demanding disclosure. 
He thinks the whole world sees it in his face, 
reads it in his eyes, and almost hears its working 
in the very silence of his thoughts. It has be- 
come his master. hk betrays his discretion, it 
breaks down his courage, it conquers his 
prudence. When suspicions, from without, 
begin to embarrass him, and the net of cireum- 
stunce to entangle hin, the fatal secret struggles 
with still greater violence to burst forth. It 
must be confessed, it will be confessed, there is 
no refuge from confession but suicide, and su- 
icide is confession. * * * 

* Geutlemen—Your whole concern should be 
to do your dnty, and leave consequences to take 
care of themselves. With consciences satisfied 
with the discharge of duty, no consequences 
can harm you. There is no evil that we cannot 
face or fly from—but the consciousness of duty 
disregarded. A sense of duty pursues us ever. 
It is omnipresent, like the deity. If we take to 
ourselves the wings of the morning and dwell 
in the uttermost parts of the seas, duty perform- 
ed, or duty violated, is still with us, for our hap- 
piness or our misery. If we say the darkness 
shall cover us, in the darkness as in the light, 
our obligations are yet with us. We cannot es- 
cape their power nor fly from their presence. 
They are with us in this life, will be with us at its 
close, and in that scene of inconceivable solem- 
nity, which lies yet father onward—we shall 
still find ourselves surrounded by the conscious- 
ness of duty, to pain us, wherever it has been 
violated, and to console us so far as God may 
have given us grace to perform it.” 


I HAVE NO TIME TO STUDY. 


The idea about the want of time is a mere 
phantom. Franklin found time in the midst of 
all his labors, to dive into the hidden recesses 
of philosophy, and to explore an untrodden 
path of science. The great Frederick, with 
an empire at his direction, in the midst of war, 
on the eve of battles which were to decide the 
fate of his kingdom, found time to revel in all 
the charms of philosophy and a 
ures. Bonaparte, with all Europe at his dispo- 
al; with kings in his anti-chamber begging for 
vacant thrones, with thousands of men w 
destinies were suspended on the brittle thread 
of his arbitrary pleasure, had time to converse 
with books. Every man has time if he is care- 
ful to improve it; and if he does improve it, he 
can reap a threefold reward. 
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LATEST FROM BURMAH. 


By the ship Crusoe, Capt. Hill, just arrived 
from Calcutta, letters were received from the 
Missionaries, which give the pleasing informa- 
tion that the religious attention at the Mission 
stations continues. We regret, however, to 
learn, that the health of Mr. Boardman was in 
a declining state, and that of Mrs. Boardman 
and their children feeble. This is the more to 
be lamented, because their work was opening 
upon them with flattering prospects. It is 

leasing, however, to anticipate that assistant 

elp is on the way, and that we may ere long 
hear of the safe arrival of Mr. and Mrs. Jones, 
who will be welcomed to the field of labor and 


usefulness with the utmost cordiality. 
Chr. Watch. 


FEMALE EDUCATION IN INDIA. 


A letter from Mrs. Eliza H. Jones, (formerly 
Mrs. Colman) dated Sulkea, June 19, 1830, 
speaks with much affectionate interest of the 

emale Schools. “ Native Female Education,” 
she remarks, “is of vast importance in this be- 
nighted part of the earth, and will not, I trust 
cease to interest the minds of benevoleat Chris- 
tians in America. A Central School has been 
opened by Mrs. George Pearce at Chitpore, 
near the charming spot of Missionary labor on 
which the beloved and excellent Mr. and Mrs. 
Eustace Carey spent several years of their use- 
ful lives in India. Mrs. Pearce has the daily 
attendance of from 60 to 80 girls. This school 
promises well, and will, we firmly believe, be 
a blessing to the land, as well as many others 
in active operation.” —ib. 


LETTER FROM ASIA. 


To the Publisher of the Boston Recorder. 
Smyrna, Oct. 2, 1830. 

Dear Sia,—F rom this central situation, which 
has more intercourse with America than any 
other port in the Levant, I endeavor always to 
send the latest intelligence from my missionary 
brethren. Our last accounts from Messrs. Smith 
and Dwight spoke of their safe arrival at Jefflis, 
the capital of Georgia. Mr. Bird writes us from 
Beyroot, under date of July 29: “ Your schools 
are greatly encouraging. As to ours, every one 
we had has been broken up—a thing of course 
when we had left the country, but at the mo- 
ment of leaving, there was but one or at most 
two remaining. I do not think we shall attempt 
to resume them at present.” 

From Malta we heard a few days since that 
the missionaries are in usual health. Mrs. Crog- 
gan, the wife of an excellent Wesleyan Mission- 
ary, lately died at Zante. Late letters from Dr. 
Korck mention the arrival of Mr. Jetter and his 
lady at Syra, from England. Mr. Hildner has 
an infant school there of 120 children, but op- 
position is made to all foreign influence, and 
particularly that of missionaries. Mr. King had 
gone to Athens, to make temporary arrange- 
ments, probably for a residence there. 

We have lately organized a religious library 
and reading room, for which I would respect- 
fully request donations of books, reports, peri- 
odicals, &c. If left free of expense with John 
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W. Langdon, Esq. No. 45, India-street, (Boston) 
they will be forwarded to his son in this place. 
Yours, &c. Jostan Brewer. 


AMERIGAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 
DEPARTURE OF THE CAROLINIAN. 


The ship “ Carolinian,” chartered by the So- 
ciety, sailed from Norfolk for Liberia, on the 
20th of October, with one hundred and seven 
colored persons, forty-five of whom were eman- 
cipated slaves. ‘The Colonial Agent, Dr. Mech- 
lin took passage in this vessel, together with 
Dr. Humpbries, Colonial Physician and Assis- 
tant Agent, and Mr. and Mrs. Skiuner, Mission- 
aries sent out by the American Board of Com- 
missioners for Foreign Missions. Among thelib- 
erated slaves were eight, the children andgrand- 
children of Abduh] Ralihahman ; nine libes ated 
by C. Bolton, Esq. of Savannah ; twelve by Miss. 
Blackburn, near Charlestown, Va.; seven by 
Miss Van Meter, of Hardy county, Virginia, 
and seven others left free by a gentleman in 
Essex county, Va. and a few others freed b 
others, whose names are not specified. It will 
be recollected, that a fund of more than four 
thousand dollars was raised at the North, near- 
ly two years ago, to aid in the redemption of 
the family of Abduh! Rahhahman, and to -this 
fund the chiktren and grand-children who have 
just embarked, owe their freedom. Those lib- 
erated, were generally well supplied with the 
articles most necessary for their comfort du- 
ring the voyage, and their subsequent settle- 
ment ; and some had been particularly prepar- 
ed by instruction, for usetulness in the Colony. 
One of the females sent out by Mi-s Blackburn, 
had a pretty good library, Infant school boards, 
spelling books, &c.; and it is believed, that on 
her arrival, she may open a small school to ad- 
vantage. The backends of two of the women 
emancipated by Miss Blackburn, were ransom- 
ed by her-at an expense of eight hundred dol- 
lars, that they might accompany their wives to 
Liberia. In fulfilling her benevolent purposes 
towards her servants, Miss Blackburn was ve- 
ry generously assisted by her friends, and un- 
willing to have the good deeds of others put to 
her credit ; she bas expressed the wish that the 
names of those, with the sums and donations 
of each, should be published in the Repository. 

African Rep. 


Liserta Pressytertan Cnarer.—The Sy- 
nod of Virginia having recommended to their 
members to raise a sufficient sum of money to 
build a school house in Liberia, which would 
also serve as a Presbyterian chapel, a number 


of donations in money and jewelry to the 
amount of about one hundred and sixty dollars 
have been received. This sum ineclodes four 
pence, the voluntary offering of a little orphan 
five years old ; after listening with intense in- 
terest to a conversation on the subject, she 
brought the contents of her litle box, saying, 
“this is all the money I have got!” No com- 
ment is needed, 

_ A clergyman in Virginia, writes to the editor 
of the Piifladelphian “Let us dasomething. I 
have subscribed $20.” Dr. Ely says he will fol- 
low the example of his correspondent. So $40 
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are subscribed towards building a church in Li- 
beria, for Presbyterian friends. Mr. Shipherd, an 
intelligent colonist from Richmond, Va. speaks 
in high terms of Mr. Erskine, the Presbyterian 
preacher in the Colony. His commendation, 
we know from personal acquaintance with Mr. 
Erskine, is not unmerited.—ib. 


Exrepirion ror Liseria.—The Brig Vola- 
dor, of Baltimore, a new and fast-suiling vessel, 
has been chartered by the Society, and will 

roceed immediately to Norfolk, to receive on 

ard emigrants and supplies for the Colony. 
From seventy to one hundred passengers, 
with Dr. George P. Todsen, appointed Phy- 
sician for the Colony, are expected to em- 
bark in this vessel. A large number of free 
people of color in North Carolina are disposed 
to emigrate to Liberia, and in the course of a 
few months will be ready for their departure. 
It would hardly be judicious, perhaps, to add a 
larger number to the Colony, this autumn, than 
that of the last and present expeditions.—ib. 


From the Western Recorder. 


SOMETHING HARD TO BE ACCOUNT- 
ED FOR. 


If the doctrine of universal salvation be true, 
and professed Universalists have been the only 
friends God ever had on earth; then— 

1. His friends have been few, compared with 
the mass of society. 

2. The glory and honor of his character and 
name have been sadly sustained. 

3. The healthful and purifying influence of 
truth upon its professed advocates, has had a 
sorry exemplification upon the abettors of uni- 
versalism. 

4. These pretended friends of God have, 
with a few execptions, been men of such a 
character, that men of courtly manners and re- 
fined feelings, who may have embraced their 
views, have been ashamed to associate with 
their brotherhood of the same faith. 

5. They have, the great mass of them, been 
exceedingly ignorant. 

6. They have received persons excommuni- 
cated from the church of Christ, for drunken- 
ness, profane swearing, profligacy, and other 
crimes, and many among them, who are the 
most bitter against heart religion and the friends 
of Jesus Christ, are persons who have aposta- 
tised from the faith they once professed. 

7. They dre, the great majority of them, pro- 
fane. Their religion does not forbid swearing 
and cursin , nor the indulgence of any corrupt 

assion. ‘The dishonest swindler is as sure of 
eaven, when he dies, as the most honest man 
that ever lived on earth. 

8. They are irrreverent towards God. They 
treat him as if he were the friend of licentions- 
ness and crime. They hail bim with a sort of 
vociferating joy, as a band of banditti might be 
supposed to praise their chieftain:—* This is 
our God, he will never send the poor drunkard 
to hell.” 

9. They are deceitful handlers of the word 
of God. They exhibit its blessings to the right- 
‘eous, as applicable to all men, Cad pass over 
the solemn curses denouneed upgp the wi 
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10. Almost all those who are habitual Sab- 
bath breakers, profane swearers, and drunk- 
ards, are Universalists. How shall we account. 
for it, if universalism is the doctrine of God, 
that persons of such base character are its most 
vociferous and impudent advocates, unless we 
except some of the unblushing editors of uni- 
versalist newspapers. 

11. They are hatersand revilers of good men. 
See their low scurrility in preaching, and talk- 
ing, and printing. One would think that the 
father of lies must sometimes even blush and 
be ashamed of the barefaced impudeuce of his 
preachers, and printers, and editors. 

12. Thev seldom, as a body of professed re- 
ligionists, pray, either inthe family or the clos- 
et. Do they not generally ridicule prayer ? 

13. They make light of divine things. 

14. They trifle with the rectitude of God, as 
the moral governor and judge of the universe. 

15. They are presumptuous and daring in 
their treatment of bible truth. 

16. They are wen, as a body, of dangerous 
example. 

17. Multitudes of them have become suicides, 

Now, Mr. Editor, how shall we account for 
it, that the sober, discreet, moral, upright, and 
intelligeut portion of the community, should at 
once abhor, and be the abhorrence of univer- 
sahsm? How shall we account for it, that men 
of base lives and manrers, men who are slan- 
derers, and who, like many of their printers 
and editors, seem to work their ingenuity to 
forge lies, and invent forms of vulgar expres- 
sion and base epithet, should be the only 
genuine supporters of the religion of the bible, 
as Universalists say they are? What must we 
think of that system, purporting to be based on 
the bible, which, in its practical tendency, en- 
courages men to hope for entire safety, in the 
practice of crime ? 

Alas! for our religion, if in Universalists we 
have an example of the practical, moral influ- 
ence of its precepts and Scoutabe 


Thanksgiving Proclamation—The following 
proclamation, by Gov. Vroom, of New Jersey, 
will be admired for the beauty of its language, 
as well us for its brevity :— 


“ Tt has pleased the Lord, in the dispensation 
of his temporal mercies, as the great Sovereign 
of Nations, to favor our State in an especial 
manner, through the past year, with health, 
peace and abundance; and in the dispensation 
of his grace as the great Head of his Church, 
to bless us with the light and comforts of the 
Goepel; and to eularge the Yorders and repair 
the waste places of Zion. 

“Fogthese unmerited mercies, it is our duty 
and privilege as a Christian people, to manifest 
our gratitude in a becoming and acceptable 
manner: and to this end, [I have appointed 
Thursday, the sixteenth day of December next, to 
be observed throughout this State, as a day of 
praise and thanksgiving to Almighty God.— 
And I do earnestly request Christians of every 
denomination, cheerfully and devoutly to unite 
in this solemn service; and at the same ti 
humbly to invoke the continued blessings of 
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POETRY. 


OH THOU WHO DRY’ST THE MOURNER’S TEAR. 





Oh Thou who dry’st the mourner's tear, 
How dark this world would be, 

If, when deceiv'd and wounded here, < 
We could not fly to Thee. 

The friends, who in our sunshine live, 
When winter comes are flown; 

And he, who has but tears to give, 
Must weep those tears alone. 

But thou wilt hear that broken heart, 
Which, like the plants that throw 

Their fragrance from the wounded part, 
Breathes sweetness out of wo. 


When joy no longer soothes or cheers, 
And e’en the hope, that threw 

A moment's sparkle o’er our tears, 
Is dimm'd and vanquish'd too! 

Oh! who could bear life’s stormy doom, 
Did not thy wing of love 

Come brightly wafting through the gloom 
Our peace-branch from abeve ? 

Then sorrow, touch’d by thee, grows bright, 
With more than rapture’s ray ; 

As darkness shows us world's of light, 
We never saw by day. T. Moorr. 








DISTRIBUTION OF TRACTS. 
Conversion to God :through this system of effort. 


The Utica Traét Society in their last annual Re- 
port say, “‘ We think there is satisfactory evidence, 
that from forly lo fifty individuals have been made the 
subjects of renewing grace, whose first impressions 
of divine o— —— in the blessing of God on 
the Monthly Tract Distribution.” 

The Rev. Mr. L., of C., N. Y¥. says, that as the 
Tracts Heaven Lost, and Sinner Forewarned, were 
circulated there, one of them was presented to a 
very high-spirited woman, the wife of a merchant, 
who thought herself too good to be called an impen- 
itent sinner. It proved an arrow in her heart—she 
was brought under very pungent conviction of sin, 
and at length found peace and rest in Jesus Christ, 
the Saviour of sinners. 

Rev. Mr. R., of P., N. Y., states, that two females 
in that place attribute their conversion to the bless- 
ing of God on the monthly Tract Worth of the Soul. 
One of them wae a youny lady whose parents are 
both members of the church, and who had many Tracts, 
but the reading of this led her to see herself a sin- 
ner, and at length to betake herself to Christ as the 
only hope of the perishing. The other is the wife 
of a deacon of a Baptist Church, who trusts she was 
led to the Saviour by his blessing onthe same month- 
ly Tract. 

At a most interesting public meeting recently held 
in New-York, at which $1,950 was contributed to 
sustain the monthly distribution for the second year, 
two very recent instances of conversion were related : 
one of an individual whom the Distributor had for 
some time found anxious of account of her sins, but 
who had recently obtained peace in beljevidg :—the 
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other the widow of an infidel, who herself avowed 
her rejection of revelation and scorned to receive a 
Tract; yet, when the faithful Distributor kindly re- 
monstraled with her, and entreated her not to dash the 
cup of salvation from her lip, she, after long gainsay- 
ing his arguments, consented to receive the Tract 
Poor Sarah, and to attend the next Sabbath on pub- 
lic worship. She was brought to a most heart-rend- 
ing view of her condition as an enemy of God; and 
to give herself to him, and now stands a candidate 
for admission to the church. 





ORDINATION. 


On Wednesday Dec. 8th, the Rev. John Mitchell, 
recently editor of the Christian Spectator, was or- 
dained and installed Pastor of the Congregational 
Church and Society of Fair-Haven; a new and flour- 
ishing parish within the limits of New-Haven. The 
introductory prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. Bacon ; 
sermon by Rev. Mr. Mitchell, of Newtown; ordain- 
ing prayer by Rev. Mr. Merwin; Charge by Rev. 
Mr. Dodd, of East-Haven ; the right hand of fellow- 
ship by Rev. Mr. Boardman; and the concluding 
prayer by Rev. Mr. Gillett, of Branford. 

The interest usually excited by the solemn transac- 
tions of an ordination, was on this occasion, height- 
ened by the recollection of what Dragon once was, 
and seeing what Fair-Haven now is, and by the 
cheering anticipation of what it is destined to be. 
About 10 years ago, Dragon was visited with a revi- 
val of religion. We well remember the crowded 
school-house, (the only place for social worship,) 
where many were mourning for their sins, while oth- 
ers were rejoicing in the pardoned mercy of God. 
This was probably the commencement of a moral 
change, which has raised them to a respectable stand- 
ing among the Christian churches and societies of 
New-England. They have now a beautiful well fin- 
ished brick meeting-house, and a Pastor of their own 
choice, to break to them the bread of life, and te 
guide an interesting congregation of youth in the path 
to Heaven. 








NOTICE. 

The next monthly meeting of the New- 
Haven County Temperance Society, will be 
holden at North Guilford, on the 3d Tuesday, 
(the 21st énst.) 
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